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Enrollment at GVSC at All-Time High
Final enrollment figures
for the fall semester show a
record student head count of
7,667. "That represents a
more than 20% increase over
the past four years, and it
tops the college's previous
peak enrollment of 7,540
students set back during its
'boom year,' in 1976," according to Director of Admissions William Furr. "At this
point it appears likely that
Grand Valley may be the only
college in the state to be at
an all-time record enrollment
this fall," he added.
Glenn Niemeyer, Provost and
Vice President for Academic
Affairs, attributes the enrollment hike to an increasing
awareness of the quality of
the institution. "We've had
25 years to build our reputation and I believe people
around the state of Michigan
are recognizing the significance of our academic programs,
the expertise of our faculty,
and the success of our
graduates," Niemeyer said.
"Enrollments are up in our
Seidman School of Business,
School of Education, School of
Communications, health fields,
computer science, and many
other areas."
Niemeyer also said students
recognize the rural beauty of
the campus and the quality of
life at Grand Valley. Over
5,000 of the students are from
Kent, Muskegon, and Ottawa
counties. The freshman class
numbers 2,725.

The Grand Valley ForUJI
is published by the Public
Relations Office. Publication schedule is every
Monday when classes are in
session during fall and
winter semesters, and every
other Monday during the
spring/summer session. Copy
deadline is the Tuesday
noon prior to publication.
All materials should be
sent to Sharon Coeling,
editor, Public Relations
Office, 26 zumberge
Library, GVSC, Allendale,
MI, 49401.

Telephone: 895-3221.

The college's first class
began in the fall of 1963 with
a student body of 226. There
were steady increases in
student numbers at GVSC from
1963 to the 1976 peak year.

Since that time, enrollments
have fluctuated, with a low
number of 6,366 in the fall of
1982. Numbers have increased
steadily since then.

College Examining Alternate Funding
Method for Health Insurance
As reported in a previous
issue of the Forum, Grand
Valley is anticipating a 30
to 40 percent health insurance
rate increase from Equitable.
Because of this dramatic
increase, the college is
examining an alternative
funding method as a way to
continue to afford the current
plan.
"We've been approached by a
number of insurance companies
that believe they can save the
college a lot of money by
using an alternate method
without affecting benefits or

service," said Tom Butcher,
assistant to the Personnel
Officer. "One approach might
be to use Third Party
Administrator services to
process and pay claims." The
college has asked a number of
companies, such as Equitable
and Blue Cross/Blue Shield, to
show how they would administer
the health program more
cheaply without a change in
benefits, according to
Butcher.
Faculty and staff who have
other ideas about health care
cost containment are requested
to call Butcher at ext. 3215.

Across Campus
GVSC Sorority Receives
National Awards
Epsilon Gamma, Grand Valley's chapter of Sigma Sigma
Sigma sorority, recently
received two awards from the
sorority's National Office
Executive Council.
The sorority received a
Public Relations Award for its
publicity and public relations
ideas and the use of the
campus media network.
Epsilon Gamma also received
the Sorority Education Award
for its local and national
sorority education program.
Sigma Sigma Sigma has had a
sorority chapter at Grand
Valley since January 1984.
Switch to Beating Set for
October 15
The college climate control
equipment is scheduled to
change from cooling to heating
on October 15. However,
because more flexibility has
been built into the system,
the Physical Plant will be
able to make temporary adjustments during extreme cold or
hot spells.

Flu Shots Available

Influenza immunizations are
available from campus Health
Services during October and
November. Individuals· at high
risk for influenza include
those exposed to large numbers
of ill people, the chronically
ill, and the elderly. There
is a $10 fee for the immunization • . The shots will be
availabie between 10 a.m. and
3 p.m. on Tuesdays and Fridays
in Room 163, Field House. For
further information call
Health Services, ext. 3280.
Workshop Held
Several members of the
clerical, office, and technical staff attended the "Superwoman Syndrome" workshop held
on September 23. Under the
guidance of workshop leader
Suzanne Hedstrom, participants
shared their difficulties in
juggling home and career
responsibilities and some
problem-solving techniques
that have worked for them.
All attendees agreed that a
sense of identity and a strong
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Grand Valley to Produce "Dracula"
GVSC will open its 1985-86
theatre season this month with
a presentation of "Dracula.•
The production is based on the
novel by Bram Stoker and will
be directed by Roger Ellis.
It will feature performances
by local guest artists, a
modern interpretation, and
abstract staging.
The presentation will avoid
a traditional "Haloween-style"
approach, according to Ellis,
and will lean toward the
modern film and stage treatments of the vampire legend.
"I want to bring out some of
the more disturbing and timeless qualities in the play,"
Ellis said. "There is a love
story there that is macabre,
but also passionate and tragic
in many ways." Demonic
possession and eternal life
are other themes in the story
to which Ellis believes modern
audiences can relate.
Veteran Grand Rapids actor
Lowell Seibel will play the
title role in Grand Valley's
production. Seibel is well
known to Grand Rapids audiences, having played numerous
leading roles at the Circle
and Civic Theatres. He last
appeared at GVSC as Arthur in
"Camelot." The tender Lucy
will be performed by Nora
Place, a senior GVSC theatre
student, who was most recently
seen as Terry in Grand Valley's production of "Ladyhouse
Blues" last spring. Wayne
Kinzie will play the wellmeaning Seward, and James
Booth Burr, Jr., the fearless
Van Helsing. Kinzie played
Escalus in GVSC's "Measure for
Measure" last seasonJ Burr
performs frequently for Civic
and Circle Theatres and was
last seen at GVSC as Lord
Brockhurst in "The Boyfriend."
United Stage actor and area
mime Tim Cusack will play the
madman Renfield. Others in
the cast include Ted Jawor as
Harker, Kathy Williams as
Wells, the maid, and Tony
Wolfram as the sanatorium
guard.
Designers Jill and Tom
Hamilton have created a unique
setting for the play--a wide
stage, draped furniture, and a
tun ne l-like archway for entrances and exits. Specially
produced multi-channel sound
effects will heighten the
production's sense of menace
and its timeless qualities,
says Ellis.

Performances are scheduled
for the Louis Armstrong
Theatre on Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m., October 18
through November 2. A special
Halloween performance will be
offered on October 31, with
anyone in costume admitted at

half price. Tickets are $4.50
general admission, $2 for
students and senior citizens,
and $1 for high school
students. Reservations and
information are available on
weekdays through the Theatre
Office, ext. 3485.

Homecoming Set for October 19
Homecoming 1985 is scheduled
Saturday, October 19, and will
feature various events for
alumni and students.
Alumni and their families
are invited to "Lunch Under
the Big Top" from 11:30 a.m.
until football game kickoff. There will be brats and
hot dogs as well as free
cotton candy and balloons for
children. The tent will be
just outside Lubbers Stadium.
Students will make spirit
banners which will be judged
at 12 noon in Kirkhof Center

lobby. They will carry their
banners in a parade to Lubbers
Stadium for the 1:30 p.m.
football game against Hillsdale.
Following the game there
will be an alumni party at
Lincoln Lawns Country Club and
a pool party and dance for
students.
Game tickets will be available at the gate. Reservations for the alumni dance
are available from the Alumni
Office, ext. 3576.

Two Thirds of Public Says College
Is "Very Important"
Nearly two thirds of the
public believes it is "very
important" to have a college
education, and about half
think the main advantage of
college is to enhance students' job opportunities,
according to the annual Gallup
poll on attitudes toward
education.
The nationwide survey of
1,528 adults was conducted in
May and was sponsored by Phi
Delta Kappa. The results
appear in the current issue of
Phi Delta Kappan, the monthly
magazine of the education
organization.
Nearly 90 percent of parents
of public school children who
were polled would like their
oldest child to attend
college, but only two-thirds
expect the child to do so,
according to the survey
results.
Most of the parents expressed concern about meeting
college costs. Forty percent
said it would be very difficult to pay for collegeJ 37
percent thought it would be
fairly difficultJ 15 percent,
not very difficultJ and 6
percent, not difficult. Two
percent had no opinion.

The public's belief in
the importance of a college
education has grown since
1978, the figures indicate.
In that year, only 36 percent
of the public rated having a
college education very
important.
The following table shows
responses of all those surveyed in 1985 to the question
"What do you feel are the
chief advantages of a college
education, if any?" The
figures total over 100 percent
because of multiple responses.
Job opportunities,
better jobs •••••••••••••• 52%
Higher income •••••••••••••• 18%
More knowledge ••••••••••••• 14%
Preparation for life ••••••• 13%
Opens doors, provides
opportunities •••••••••••• 10%
Specialized training ••••••• 10%
Exposure to new
experiences, ideas •••••••• 6%
Higher social level, status.6%
Maturation •••••••••••••••••• 6%
Teaches person to think.~ ••• 3%
No advantages ••••••••••••••• 4%
Other, don't know ••••••••••• 4%
Excerpted from Chronicle of
Higher Education. Volume XXXIJ
Number 4.
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News from WGVC/WGVK
•£1ection Rights

•es•

Palls Short of Goal

Public television stations
WGVC/WGVK concluded their tenday fall membership drive on
Sunday, September 22, with a
total of $191,000 in pledges
from 2,712 donors. This
amount fell $59,000 short of
the go.a l of $250,000.
While expressing disappointment that the drive fell short
of its goal, WGVC/WGVK Development Manager Phil Fleming
expressed gratitude to those
who contributed, and said he
hopes the winter drive,
scheduled for November 29 to
December 15, will help make up
some of the shortage.
"We will have to make our
goal of $450,000 for the
winter membership drive, if we

Faculty and
Staff Sketches
Daniel &ovats, associate
professor of music, taught a
week-long orchestral workshop
for the Kalamazoo Chamber
Music Society in June. In
August he taught at the Blue
Lake Fine Arts Camp and toured
Denmark, Belgium, and West
Germany with the Blue Lake
Faculty Big Band. Kovats gave
a seminar in Germany on the
music of American jazz
composers.
Antionette Turner, director
of special student services,
will present a workshop
entitled "Cultural Sensitivity
Training" on October 29 for
United Way of Kent County
volunteers.
Jonathan White, professor of
criminal justice, conducted a
workshop entitled "Counterterrorism: Threat Analysis and
the Role of Metropolitan
Police Agencies" in Detroit on
September 26. The workshop
was hosted by Wayne County
Sheriff Robert Ficano.
Thirty-seven Detroit area
police agencies participated.
Margaret Willey, adjunct
professor of English, will be
the keynote speaker at the
fall conference luncheon of
the Michigan Council of Teachers of English, to be held in
Lansing n October 26. Willey
will speak about her two
novels, The Bigger Book of
Lydia and Finding David
Dolores.

are to continue the same level
of service our viewers have
come to expect," said
Fleming. "If we do not meet
this goal, we will have to reevaluate what level of
broadcasting services we can
continue to offer."
Fleming cited the unusually
high number of promotions and
special programs aired by
cable companies and commercial
networks during the drive as
possible reasons for the
shortfall.
Local Underwriters
Honored by WGVC/WGV&

Three long-time corporate
supporters of WGVC/WGVK were
honored at the stations' New
Season Preview Party on
Friday, September 27, at the

Amway Grand Plaza Hotel.
Receiving awards for their
continuing local underwriting
support of programming on
Channels 35/52 were H.B.
Shaine and Company, Inc.,
Herman Miller, Inc., and
Hudson's and ~he Dayton Hudson
Foundation.
H.B. Shaine and Company,
Inc., has underwritten "Wall
Street Week with Louis
Rukeyser" for ten years;
Herman Miller, Inc., has
underwritten "The MacNeil/Lehrer Newshour" for seven
years; and Hudson's and The
Dayton Hudson Foundation have
been the local underwriters of
the "Great Performances"
series of music, drama, and
dance specials for five years.
The awards were presented by
President Lubbers.

Across Campus
(Continued from page I)

support base are essential to
a feeling of being in control.
Hedstrom cautioned the group
against "carrying the
emotional responsibility" for
all home-related activities.
Her concluding remarks focused
on ideas for improving participants' attitudes about
cooperation and developing a
sense of the importance of
their work.
The COT Training and
Development Committee
sponsored the workshop.
Holiday Vacation Dates Set

Grand Valley will be closed
from Tuesday, December 24,
1985, through Wednesday,
January 1, 1986, in observance
of the Christmas holiday.
The college will be open on
Monday, December 23. The
fall semester ends on Friday,
December 20 and grades are due
on Monday, December 23. The
college will resume its normal
schedule on Thursday,
January 2, 1986. Because an
extra floating holiday was
added, there will be no forced
vacation days during the
holiday break.
Grand Valley will be closed
on Thursday and Friday, November 28 and 29, in observance
of the Thanksgiving holiday.

The Personnel Office
suggests that staff members
who wish to use vacation time
to lengthen their breaks
should submit their requests
to supervisors early.

Job Opening
EAP

Adjunct Cheerleading
Coach. Contact George
MacDonald, ext. 3259.

~lD>~~~UM
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Calendar of Events
r
Tuesday, October 8
10 a.m.-4 p.m.: Art exhibit. The Postcard as a Popular Art
Form. A critical look at postcards as a mirror of cultures
and locales. Calder Art Gallery.
7 p.m.: Volleyball. GVSC at Hillsdale.
10 p.m.: Movie. ·Rhinestone.• Free. Manitou.
Wednesday, October 9
12 noon: Lunchbreak. T. Daniel, •A World of Mime.•
Louis Armstrong Theatre.
10 p.m.: Movie. ·Rhinestone.• Free. Manitou.

Thursday, October 10
9 p.m.: Nite Club Series.
.llirkhof Center. Free.

Free.

Fast and Missad, rusicians •

Friday, October 11
Volleyball. GVSC at Oakland University.

Saturday, October 12
11 a.m.: Men's cross country. GVSC Invitational.
12 noon: Women's cross country. GVSC at Western Michigan.
7 p.m.: Football. GVSC at Central Connecticut State College.
Volleyball. GVSC at Wayne State with Mt. St. Joe/Detroit.
10 p.m. and. midnight. Movie. •star Wars.• $1.00. Louis
Armstrong Theatre.
Sunday, October 13 · ·
10:30 a.m.: Dialogue worship. Kistler Pit.
6:30 p.m.: Catholic mass 123 Manitou Hall.
7 and 9 p.m.: Movie. ·The Empire Strikes Back.•
Louis Armstrong 'Theatre.
Monday, October 14
12 noon: Lunchbreak.
Armstrong Theatre.

Tower Brass Quintet.

$1.00.

Free. Louis

